
resort design

Modernization of a prominent  
Austrian resort required careful 
planning and implementation

Planning 
ahead

(Main) Ifen’s reservoir 
has a capacity of 

21,997,000 gallons

(Right, inset) The 
valley station for the  
new modern chairlift

Ifen, the second largest ski 
resort in Austria’s Kleinwalsertal valley, 
was built more than 40 years ago. However, 
the resort has been extensively modernized 
and continues to invest in technology, 
infrastructure and guest convenience. It  
is situated at an altitude of between 5,250 
and 6,660ft and welcomes beginners, 
expert skiers and freeriders alike.

The planning contract for the resort’s 
modernization was awarded to renowned 
ski resort planners Klenkhart & Partner  
of Absam in Tyrol – a company that has 
previously earned recognition for its work 
on the Ski World Championships in 
Garmisch, in St Moritz, and on a range of 
other projects in locations throughout the 
Alpine region. 

Many of the infrastructure improvements 
proposed by Klenkhart & Partner were 
implemented in 2016, beginning with the 
resort’s valley station. The main investment 
went into the building of a six-seater 
chairlift with carriages that can be coupled 
together – each of which has heated seats, a 
weather protection hood and restraining 
bars for children. The lift’s capacity up to 
the mountain station, above the resort’s 
mountain rescue hut, is 2,000 passengers 
per hour.

A modern snowmaking system was also 
designed and implemented to guarantee 
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(Above) The newly 
constructed reservoir 
at Ifen, seen here 
during the summer

snow cover. A total of 8.1 miles of slopes 
can now be covered in artificial snow.  
This has also ensured that the downhill 
run is always available. In tandem with  
the snowmaking system, drinking water 
and sewage pipes were laid, running up  
to the Hahnenköpfle mountain station.

Lovers of natural snow still get their 
money’s worth when visiting the resort – 
the Gottesacker and Schäfalp slopes have 
to do without artificial snow cover and 
continue to rely on the weather gods. 
Thanks to numerous piste construction 
measures, in the future the Ifen resort will 
benefit from an enormous range of slopes – 
from easy blue descents to black slopes  
for expert skiers. A reservoir – with a 
capacity of 21,997,000 gallons – had to  
be constructed in the valley for nature 
conservation purposes, necessitating much 
larger pumping capacities. For this reason, 
two pumping stations were built. The main 
pumping station at Gaissbühl delivers 66 
gallons of snowmaking water per second. 
The second station, which serves primarily 
to increase the output pressure to the 
required level of 68 bar, was built almost 
5,250ft above sea level.

A measured approach 
Because the area around the Ifen is in a 
very environmentally sensitive region, the 
planning was placed in the safe hands of 
Klenkhart & Partner’s engineering firm, 
known for its eco-friendly approach. 
Construction work practices tailored to the 
area’s terrain, and the reuse of excavated 
material for the entire renaturation work, 
kept encroachments into the natural 
environment at a relatively low level. 

Further improvements for 2017 are 
already lined up. For example, the old 
chairlifts of the Ifen and Hahnenköpfle 
cableway are going to be replaced by 
10-seater monocable gondolas – in the 
future it will be possible to carry skiers  
on this route without exposing them to the 
vagaries of wind and weather. What’s more, 
a restaurant will be built at the mountain 
station, allowing comfortable stopovers and 
providing refreshment. <<
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